PHANEROZOIC and PRECAMBRIAN CHRONOSTRATIGRAPHY
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Units of the international chrono-
stratigraphic scale with estimated
numerical ages from the GTS2012
age model.

Colors are according to the
Commission for the Geological Map
of the World.

Subdivisions of the Phanerozoic are
formally defined by a Global boundary
Stratotype Section and Point (GSSP) at
each lower boundary. Thick yellow lines
between stages on this diagram denote
GSSPs approved by the International
Commission on Stratigraphy (ICS) and
ratified by the International Union
of Geological Sciences (IUGS).

Precambrian units are formally defined
by absolute age (Global Standard
Stratigraphic Age — GSSA), with the
exception of the Ediacaran System
defined by a basal GSSP.

Numerical ages assigned to unit
boundaries are subject to revision upon
formal decision or revision of GSSPs
and when enhanced radio-isotopic and
cyclostratigraphy studies enable
improvements to the age models.

Stratigraphic information and details
on international and regional geologic
units can be found on the websites of
the ICS (www.stratigraphy.org) and the
Geologic TimeScale Foundation
(https://engineering.purdue.edu/stratigraphy).
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